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From the health emergency to the legal emergency:  

The impact of Covid-19 on contemporary societies  
 

The spread of the Covid-19 infection all over the world has overturned the rationales 

and the guarantees underlying the functioning of modern democracies, leading to a 

series of adjustments, measures and restrictions that have profoundly affected both the 

“rule of law” as well as the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms by the individuals.  

In some cases, these transformations have been conceived as temporary, to be enforced 

until the infection persists. In some other, they will leave a permanent mark within 

contemporary societies, reshaping to a significant extent our ways of living. In this 

scenario, a new era of the enforcement of fundamental freedoms and individual rights 

is emerging, which is inspired on the notion of the emergency. 

In this context, L’altro diritto Journal has opened a call for publishing works that aim 

to provide critical insights on the ethical, legal and social repercussions of the health 

emergency. Contributions can be both theoretical or originate from empirical research. 

In accordance with the purposes of the L’altro diritto Journal, interdisciplinarity is 

highly welcome. The following languages are accepted: Italian, English, Spanish, 

Portugues, French. 

The contributions must be written in accordance with the editorial guidelines of the 

Journal, and sent to the Direction at adir@unifi.it. They can be in the form of essay 

(35,000-60,000 types) or brief notes (up to 30,000 types). Essays will be sent for peer-

review to external referees, while the notes will be published on the basis of a 

discretionary evaluation by the Direction. The latter will be hosted in a new section of 

the L’Altro Diritto Journal, named O tempora o mores, which, from now on, will be 

dedicated to brief reflections concerning events and trends in contemporary societies.  

In order to foster accessibility, selected works will be published ahead of print on the 

website of the L’Altro Diritto Journal.  

 


